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WHITE VOTERS ALARMED.

Negro Disfranchisement Found to Work
Injury—The Vote 1 Mississippi and
Louisiana Falling Off Because White
Voters Will Not Pay Their Poll Tax,

New Orleans, Nov. 28 —The people
of Louisiana and Missiesippi have
awakened to the fact that they have
overdone the disfrancbizement of vot-
ers by the suffrage limitations and qual-
ifioations incorporsted in their Covusti
tution., A marked reaction has set in
and the cbances are that the snfirage
lJaws will be broadened so as to bring
in voters instead of shutting them out,
8 the policy has been. As & matter of
fact, Missi=sippi at the clection the oth
er day adopted an Amendment toi's
Constitution, which while it does not
affect the suffrage directly reaches it
indirectly, and is in conflict with the
spirit of its present Gonstituticn, which
was framed especitlly for the disfran-
chisement of the Negro voters. In
New Oileans, at & conference of the
demcerstic leaders, held on November
19, a dexarnd was made for a modifica’
tion of the sufirsge laws g0 asloen’
courage voting instead of discouraging
it, 1t wes practically the unapnimons
opinion of those present that the Lou's’
jana Suffrage law is objectionable, that
it will cut the vote at future electlons
down to sn absurd figure and that it
will prove injurious to the democracy.

The complafnt againet the sufirage
system m Missieelppi are due to the
discovery that while it was intended to
diefranchise the Negroit is disfranchis
ingthe white voters also and is plactng
the control of the Statein the hands
of a minority, to the great disadvantage
of the property interests; and that it is
threatening the revenue of the public
gchoals, The vote of Missi-sippi for
President was 59,103—Bryan, 51,70€:
McKinley, 5,763 and Barker, 1,644
The vote for Congress, eiecting seven
Congresemen, was 51,238 or 7,177 to &
Representative. This is & smaller vite
thaa Mississippi cast in 1806; and—
this is what the political leaders and
business men do not like—there is every
indication that the vote will continue
to decrease from election to election.
In fine, the law intended to diefran-
chise the Negro vote has come home to
roost and is disfranchising the white
voters slso.

Ia both Mississippi and Lcuisiana,
in order to vote, one must Le ab'e to
read and write and must have paid his
poll tax for two years previous 1o the
election, To vote in the Presidentis]
election the other day a vo'er in Mis-
giss1ppi bad to present his poll tax re
ceipt for $2 paid to the tax collector in
1808 and another poll tax receipt for §2
for 1899 paid 1n that year. These pay"
ments mua3t be made two years before
the election, and must be by the voter
himself; for any one else or for avy po
litical organization to pay or «flerto pay
a poll tax is a misdemesanor.

It was circulated, and rightly, that
this provision wenld hsve a discourag.
ing effect upon the Negro voter who
because of his abiiity to read and write,
would otherwise be entitled to the suf
frage. The Negro is by nature and en-
vironment careless and improvident. To
ask him to pay §4 lwo years and one
year in advance of an elettion, when
he is not sure that be wiil be on hand
Lo vote, is to ask him to act contrary to
all bis naiure and instincts.

When the Louisana Constituticn was
adopted in 798 the Missiseippi pull 1ax
provision was commended &s the sur-
est protection against Negro suprems-
oy, and the testimony of many Missis-

s1p pi leaders was to the effect that it
had a better ipfluence in preventing
the Neero from voting than the educa'
tional qualification. At that time there
was a scare about the Populists, and
most of the white Democratic voters
paid their poll texes. The Mississlppi
provisio nwas adopted by the conven

tion, which declared tbat voters io
Louisiana must pay their poll taxes two
yesra in advance in order to vote. To
participate in the Presidential election
of 1900 the voter had to pay & poll in
’88 and another in '#9. But when 1900
camwe aronnd it was found that more
then four-fifihe of the white votersin
New Orleans bad disfranchised them-
gelves by a fgilure to pay the poll taxes
This caused a panic among the politl

ciane. It was evident that the vote of
New Orleans would fall below 10,000,
being limited to the owners of real es-
tate, and it was feared that the city
would go for McKinley and elect two
Republican Congresame«n.

DR. WILLIAMS IN TENNESSEE.

He Operates And is Dined By the Four
Hundred — A Soldier From Cuba—Notes,

—_—

Nashvliile, Tenn., Bpecial.—Dr, Dan
iel H. Williame, of Chicagcr, has just
closed a series of lectures bere to m.di
cal students of Walden University, Dr.
G. W. Hubbard, president. Dr. Wil-
lisms performed some diffieult opera-
tion in the Boyd Hoespital, recently
eatablished by Dr. R. F. Boyd. Last
Saturday night the following gentle-
men sat at dinner with Dr, Williams,
given in his bonor by the ladics of the
Hospital Bosrd of which Mrs. G. A.
Henderson 18 president. Doctors R F
Boyd, W. L. Councill, F. A. Btawart,
C. O Hadl:y, H. F. Noel, G. W. Hub"
bard; lawyers, 8. A, McElwee, George
T. Robinson, J, Thomss Turper and
J.C, Napier; Dr. Boyd presided, and in
intrcducing the speakers at the close of
the dinner paid the ladies of the W. H,
B. a high tribute. The following toasts
were responded to: “Oar Guest,”’ Dr.
Btewart; *‘Our W. H B,” Dr Counecill;
“Qur Declors,” S, A, I\IcElwee ' Foun-
der of Mehsarry Medical bollega," Dr,
Hubvoard, J. C. Napier; ‘‘Founder’s
Wife,” H, F. Noel. Response, Dr
Williams. The distinguished surgeon
made a practical talk in which Fe rec
ommended the founcding of the hospit
al so much needed for the accommoda-
t'on of our peopleand the benefit of the
medical students, which he says, ad-
vances the student= fifteen yeers He
also spoke of the importance of prepar
ing trained ovurses, The position is
one of dignily and requires technical
Enowledge. Dr. Hubbard was intro-
duced and made some practical re-
marks. He promised Mebarry would
prapare for educating trained nurses
Dr. Wilhams left for Chicago S8unday
night, His «kiil a8 a surgeon is highly
apppreciated here by the medical fra-
ternity and his last trip here haa given
new inspira‘ion to the crart.

Sergeant Frierson of the Tenth U, S.
Cavalry is in the cily just fiom Cubs
where his regiment is stationed. He
He stoys here, his home, to see his fa-
ther and from here he goes to meet his
wife in 8t. Paul, Minn, Bergeant Fri-
erson says he likes Cuba and had rath-
er live there then in the Siates. He s
oL & furlough.

It seems that the recent Evans-
Brownlow fsctional figot knocked all
tae enthusiasm out of the party in this
State. The factions got together and
8at on the Negro; but very litil= effort
wos& made during the recent campsign
to bring out the voters. No Negro was
in 1t

BISHOP M. M. MOORE DEAD.

Passes Away in Florida—An Able Finan
gier— Great Churchman,

Bishop M. M. Moore of the African
Methodist Episcopal Chnreh, and Pres
ident of the Preacbers Aid Bociety of
the same Church, died at his home in
Jacksonville, Florida, November 23.
He was made Bishop at the lsst Con-
ference held in Columbus, Ohio in May
1900, after a succeesful four years' ad
ministrstion a8 Financial SBecretary of
the Church, with headquariers in
Washington.

Bishop Marcus Marcellos Woore was
born March 15, 1856, and was the eldest
of fourteen children of William and
Fama Moore, slaves of the Col. Henry
Gee, n sr Qaincy, Gadsden County,
Fla, Ie entered the fir-t private schocl

MOORE.
established in Fiorida for Negrces by

BISHOY M. M.

George W. Morris of Massachuselts;
was a page in the Florida legisia‘ure,
a etudent in Howard University and
(Cookman Institate, and wasappointed
sheriff of Bradford Cbunty in 1875, but
was too young to qualify, and later was
made railway m»il agent. Licensed to
preach in 1876, he became presiding
elder, and 1806 was genersl F:nancia!
Secretary of the African Methodist
Episcopal Chureh, which cfiive he held
until he was elected bizshop of the thir-
teenth diocese at the General Confer
ence, at Columbus, Ohio, iIn May 1900,
his juriedictior including the S ate of
Louisiana and Liberia and Bierra Leone
Africa,

Bishop Moore was the most remark-
able financier the A, M, E, Chareh hss
bad. He had no] peers, in the mat
ter of bandling the monies of the great
Church He made hiscflicial residence
in Washington City daring his ad-
ministration ss Finarcial Secretary.
Oa the two occasions cf his elections
to poeitions of honor and trust the vote
accorded him, was the most flattering
ever given to his predecessors. Bince
his elevation to the bishopric Bishop
Moore bas made his home in Jackson-
ville, Florida.

LET US REASON TOGETHER.

Thisis the 4th weekin Novemberana
every subscriberand agent knov 8 what
this means. It means that all monthly
bills must be paid. It takes money to
pay bills, and Toe Colored American
bas a great many of them Subscribers
who know themeelves to be in arrears
should send their subseriptions n at
once. This applies al*o to our great
army of agents wko have not gettled
for September. Don’t wait to be dunned
and then get mad about it. Settle up
now and this means YOU.

Hon. John N. Kuffin, Conzul to As
cunsion, Paraguay, is still in the aiy

Mise Lottle Smith of 4881 sireet n. w.
who has been confined to her room for

some weeks 18 out again,
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